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Jointly organised by the European Commission's
Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry Entrepreneurship and SMEs 

&
Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy 
CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

TO PRESENT

SMART CLUSTER STORY

On Day 1 of the GROW your REGIOn conference,  4 to 6 smart cluster stories will be presented and discussed to share experiences on how smart specialisation through clusters can help transform regions and drive growth.  Through this call for expression of interest, we are looking for speakers who would like to share their stories taking stock of their experiences and lessons learned. 

The proposed stories must be suitable for this purpose and should have a clear beginning, middle and end related to a specific challenge. The key criterion is that the story must illustrate the transformative power of smart specialisation through clusters and have an identifiable breakthrough point or learning within it.  It does not necessarily need to be a success story, nor a polished, often-heard story. What is most important is that the participants in the conference can learn from your story and experience.

We encourage that stories are presented jointly by regional policy makers/representatives of ERDF managing authorities and cluster managers/representatives of cluster organisations.

The European Commission will select the best stories to be presented at the conference. Selected story tellers will receive specific briefing, but the principle is no PowerPoints and max. 5-10 minutes. Speakers' travel and accommodation will be covered by the conference organisers. Story tellers will also be invited to a VIP dinner in the evening of Day 1.
Please outline the key elements of your proposed story using the template below.

The completed template should be sent to GROW-F5@ec.europa.eu no later than 20 March 2015 cob. The email subject line should read Smart Cluster Story.
All candidates will be informed of the outcome of the call for expression of interest by 10 April 2015. 

SMART CLUSTER STORY
TEMPLATE
	Region: 

     
	Country:

     


	Name of organisation:      


	Contact person:      


	Telephone:      


	E-mail:      


	Which smart specialisation area/thematic focus/cluster experience is being addressed (max 250 characters)?
      


	Description of the story to be presented (max 2000 characters):

      


	Proposed story tellers (name, function & organisation of two persons):      
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Conference venue: Square meeting centre, Rue Mont des Arts, 1000 Brussels


